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Where is 
California’s 
Delta?

Also known as:

The Delta

Upper San Francisco 
Estuary

Sacramento and San 
Joaquin (Rivers) Delta



What is California’s Delta?

Important
habitat for 
many species

A unique place 
where people 
live, work, farm, 
and recreate

Hub of the 
state’s water 
supply



California’s 
Delta 
is also a 
transformed 
landscape

http://www.sfei.org/DeltaHEStudy

http://www.sfei.org/DeltaHEStudy


EcoRestore
A California Natural Resources 
Agency initiative 

Implemented in coordination 
with state and federal 
agencies



Delta Science Program

Mission Statement
The mission of the Delta Science Program shall be to provide the best possible unbiased scientific information to 
inform water and environmental decision-making in the Delta. 

Delta Reform Act 2009, Water Code section 85280(b)(4)

Objectives
1: Support Research Aligned with the Science Action Agenda
2: Facilitate and Participate in Analysis and Synthesis of Scientific Information
3: Facilitate Independent Scientific Peer Review
4: Catalyze Activities that Build the Community of Delta Science
5: Lead Science-Based Adaptive Management
6: Communicate Science
7: Support the Delta Independent Science Board 
8: Achieve Program Sustainability



Adaptive 
Management in the 
California Delta

http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/f
iles/documents/files/AppC_Adaptive%20
Management_2013.pdf

http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/AppC_Adaptive%20Management_2013.pdf


Goal: Promote understanding of estuary and 
water management issues

Develop and update conceptual 
models

Inform policy and management 
decisions 

Share information with both 
technical and non-technical 
audiences



Synthesis

Primary functions:

1. Topical synthesis workshops – e.g., Mercury

2. The State of Bay-Delta Science

3. Coordination of scientific analysis and synthesis efforts in partnership with other entities

4. Creation of summaries for policy-maker and other non-technical audiences

Credible, policy-neutral, and well-informed syntheses concerning 
key scientific issues benefit the Delta community and inform 
management decisions. 



Revisiting the 2003 Mercury Strategy for the 
Bay-Delta 

In 2016, workshops were convened to synthesize the current 
state of scientific knowledge with respect to mercury 
dynamics in the Bay-Delta (USGS, DSP, DC, CDFW)

This effort is the first in over a decade to present the most up 
to date scientific information regarding mercury while also 
identifying crucial gaps in knowledge.

Publication is in preparation for submittal to a scientific 
journal

For more information, contact Yumiko Henneberry
(yumiko.henneberry@deltacouncil.ca.gov)

mailto:yumiko.henneberry@deltacouncil.ca.gov


http://sbds.deltacouncil.ca.gov/

http://sbds.deltacouncil.ca.gov/


http://sbds.deltacouncil.ca.gov/

http://sbds.deltacouncil.ca.gov/


http://sbds.deltacouncil.ca.gov/

http://sbds.deltacouncil.ca.gov/


Communicate
Science

Primary functions:
1. Organization of seminars, conferences, 

symposia, workshops, and interagency 
forums

2. Direct engagement with the public and science 
community 

3. Support for science communication media:
• San Francisco Estuary and Watershed 

Science 
• ESTUARY News
• Maven’s Notebook

Effective exchange of information provides a wide range of 
stakeholders access to useable scientific information.



Up next…

Bay-Delta Science Conference
September 10-12, 2018

Salinization Symposium
September 26, 2018

Adaptive Management Forum
February 5-6, 2019

Emerging Technologies Summit 
May 21-22, 2019



Adaptive Management Forum
February 5-6, 2019

1. Provide training to build capacity for planning 

and implementing adaptive management

2. Share lessons learned from the Delta and 

elsewhere

3. Foster connections to build a network of 

scientists, project proponents, regulators, 

managers, and decision-makers working 

together to support adaptive management



Thank 
you!

916-320-6174
Maggie.Christman@deltacouncil.ca.gov
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